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SUMMARY:  

A brownfield is a property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or 
potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant. Cleaning up and reinvesting in these 
properties increases local tax bases, facilitates job growth, utilizes existing infrastructure, reduces development 
pressures on undeveloped, open land, and both improves and protects the environment. EPA's Brownfields Program 
is designed to empower states, tribes, communities, and other stakeholders in economic redevelopment to work 
together in a timely manner to prevent, assess, safely clean up, and sustainably reuse brownfields.  EPA’s Brownfields 
Program promotes community revitalization through grant funding and technical assistance. 

UPCOMING MILESTONES:  

Winter 2021 – EPA’s Office of Brownfields and Land Revitalization (OBLR) anticipates announcing the selection of 20 
entities to receive Brownfields Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training grants. 
Spring 2021 – Announce the selection of approximately 150 grants to state and local units of government and non-
profit organizations.   Grant categories will include brownfields assessment grants, cleanup grants, and multi-
purpose grants. 
Summer 2021 –Post the application guidelines for the FY22 Environmental Workforce and Job Training Grants. 
Fall 2021 – Post the application guidelines for the FY22 Brownfields Assessment, Cleanup and Revolving Loan Fund 
grants. 
Fall 2021 – The National Brownfields Training Conference will be held in Oklahoma City, OK 

BACKGROUND: 

EPA’s Brownfields Program: Beginning in the mid-1990s, EPA provided small amounts of seed money to local 
governments that launched hundreds of two-year Brownfields pilot projects and developed guidance and tools to 
help states, communities and other stakeholders in the cleanup and redevelopment of brownfields sites. 
The 2002 Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act codified many of EPA's practices, policies 
and guidance. This statute also expanded EPA's assistance by providing new tools for the public and private sectors to 
promote sustainable brownfields cleanup and reuse.  The 2018 Brownfields Utilization, Investment and Local 
Development (BUILD) Act reauthorized EPA’s Brownfields Program, and made changes that affect brownfield grants, 
ownership and liability provisions, and State & Tribal Response Programs.  Brownfield grants serve as the foundation 
of EPA's Brownfields Program. These grants support revitalization efforts by funding environmental assessment, 
cleanup, and job training activities.  

• Brownfields Assessment Grants provide funding for brownfield inventories, planning, environmental assessments, 
and community outreach.  

• Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Grants provide funding to capitalize loans used to clean up brownfield sites.  
• Brownfields Cleanup Grants provide funding to carry out cleanup activities at brownfield sites owned by the 

applicant. 
• Multipurpose (MP) Grants provide funding to conduct a range of eligible assessment and cleanup activities at one or 

more brownfield sites in a target area.  
• Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants provide environmental training for residents 

impacted by brownfield sites in their communities.

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/summary-small-business-liability-relief-and-brownfields-revitalization-act
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/summary-small-business-liability-relief-and-brownfields-revitalization-act
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/2018-build-act-division-n-consolidated-appropriations-act-2018
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/2018-build-act-division-n-consolidated-appropriations-act-2018
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-grant-funding#tab-2
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-grant-funding#tab-3
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-grant-funding#tab-4
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-brownfields-grant-funding#tab-8
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-grant-funding#tab-6
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•  Technical Assistance, Training, and Research Grants provide funding to organizations to conduct research and to 
provide training and technical assistance to communities to help address their brownfields challenges. 

• State and Tribal Response Program Grants provide non-competitive funding to establish or enhance State and Tribal 
Brownfields response programs. 

EPA's Land Revitalization Program fosters strong partnerships with communities to promote sustainable 
redevelopment and encourage public involvement in area-wide planning to enhance economic development, 
create green jobs, and maximize the efficiency of site cleanup efforts. Technical assistance, outreach and limited 
funding are available to assist communities in transforming previously contaminated sites into sustainable 
redevelopment projects. The program documents success stories to encourage other communities to revitalize sites. 

KEY EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS: 

☒ Congress ☐ Industry  ☒States ☒ Tribes ☒ Media ☒ Other Federal Agency           
☒ NGO  ☒ Local Government  ☐ Other (name of stakeholder)      

MOVING FORWARD: CONTINUE TRACKING IMPACTS OF THE BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM 

On average, $17.45 is leveraged for each EPA Brownfields dollar and 9 jobs leveraged per $100,000 of EPA brownfields 
funds expended on assessment, cleanup, and revolving loan fund cooperative agreements. 

Brownfield sites tend to have greater location efficiency than alternative development scenarios. Results of five pilot 
studies show a 32 to 57 percent reduction in vehicle miles traveled when development occurred at brownfields rather 
than greenfields. Fewer vehicle miles traveled means a reduction in emissions including greenhouse gases. The same 
comparisons show an estimated 47 to 62 percent reduction of stormwater runoff for brownfield site development. 

A 2017 study concluded that cleaning up brownfield properties led to residential property value increases of 5 - 15.2% 
within 1.29 miles of brownfields. Analyzing data near 48 of those brownfields, another study found an estimated $29 
to $97 million in additional tax revenue for local governments in a single year after cleanup—2 to 7 times more than 
the $12.4 million EPA contributed to the cleanup of those brownfields.  

The Brownfields Program tracks accomplishments leveraged by the program’s investments in communities. The 
outcomes and benefits of EPA brownfields funding, since program inception, are shown in the table 
below.  Leveraged impacts and benefits are also tracked and shown in the table below.  
 

Brownfields Program Accomplishments and Impacts 
as of October 1, 2020 

Performance Measure FY20 Accomplishments Cumulative 
Accomplishments 

Properties Assessed 1893 32,515 

Properties Cleaned Up 190 2,114 

Properties Made Ready for Reuse 802 8,539 

Acres Made Ready for Anticipated Reuse 44,641 132,513 

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-brownfields-grant-funding#tab-7
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-brownfields-grant-funding#tab-7
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Program Impact FY20 Impacts Cumulative Impacts 

Jobs Leveraged 14,522 170,724 

Dollars Leveraged $4.894 Billion $33.650 Billion 

 
 
Our state and tribal partners also track accomplishments using Brownfields state program funds.  Since 2006, states 
and tribes have: 
 

• Enrolled, on average, over 35,470 properties annually in their response programs 
• Completed more than 190,050 cleanups 
• Made over 2,000,000 acres ready for anticipated reuse 

 
The brownfields grant program is over subscribed.   Each year the program finds that it generally can fund only one 
third of the grant applications received as part of the national competition. 
 

LEAD OFFICE: OLEM/ OFFICE OF BROWNFIELDS AND LAND REVITALIZATION (OBLR) 

OTHER KEY OFFICES/REGIONS: OECA, OGC, OGD, ALL REGIONS.      
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